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wasted in settling the most miserable and utterly without
foundation complaints. As a natural consequence the old
idea that hospitals are charities will soon disappear.

Army Medical Examinations.
Professor T. Sinclair of Belfast has been appointed

examiner in surgery at the army medical examinations.
Dec. 8th. 

________________

PARIS.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Births and Deaths in France for 1902.
STATISTICS of the population of France for 1902 have just

been published. There are 83,944 more biiths than deaths,
or an increase over the figures for 1901 of 11,546. This
favourable result is not due to an increase in the number of
births but to a marked diminution in the number of deaths.
As a matter of fact, in 1902 the number of births was 11,896
less than in 1901 and the number of deaths was 22,442 less
than in 1901. The increase in the birth-rate is therefore

only apparent, for in reality the birth-rate has again
diminished. In 1902 the population increased by 22 per
10,000 inhabitants, a figure slightly higher than that for
1901, which was 19 per 10,000. Even this figure, however,
was better than the mean for the decennium 1891-1900
when it was only 6 per 10,000, for during the decennium
in question there were four years in which the deaths
exceeded the births. Despite the small progress shown of
late the state of France as regards increase of population
remains unsatisfactory, especially if it be compared with that
which obtains in other countries of Europe.

The Society for Aiding the Wounded.
In 1899 the Society for Aiding Wounded Soldiers founded

at Paris in the Rue de Vanves a dispensary under the charge
of Dr. Guyon, a member of the Institute and of the Academy
of Medicne. This dispensary did such excellent work in in-
structing ladies who were willing to act as nurses with the
ambulances in time of war that six provincial towns followed
the example of Paris in providing dispensaries for training
ladies of the red cross. At Lyons, Marseilles, Reims,
Cherbourg, Vannes, and Evreux dispensaries are at work
and give certificates to nurses when trained. This year the

following additional towns have followed suit: Bordeaux,
Grenoble, Nancy, Rennes, St. Malo, Boulogne-sur-Mer,
Epernay, Tours, and Le Mans. It is evident that eventually
all provincial towns of any importance will do the same.

Dr. Marmorek’s Serum.1
The meeting of the Academy of Medicine held on Dec. lst

was almost entirely devoted to a discussion upon Dr.
Marmorek’s serum, of which I have already given your
readers an account. M. Dieulafoy gave a resunze of the
conclusions to which he had come after seeing some experi-
ments undertaken in his wards with his leave by Dr.
Marmorek. They are anything but encouraging. Patients
who exhibited pyrexia did not improve and one patient in

’ 

whom the temperature was not raised showed a rise after
the first injection. Expectoration increased to double or

triple its former quantity and as for the evolution of
tuberculous lesions secondary lesions appeared around
the primary foci after the injection of the serum. Out
of seven patients treated two survived, the other five dying
at periods varying from two to 11 months. Dr. Marmorek
then made some experiments upon guinea-pigs at the H6tel
Dieu. Eight guinea-pigs were infected with the bacillus
tuberculosis in culture, four were then given the serum and
the other four were kept as controls. The four which had
received the serum died before those which had not received
it. M. Le Dentu followed with his experience which only
related to one case. The patient suffered from tuberculosis
of the upper end of the tibia. He received 15 injections oj
serum without showing any improvement and Dr. Marmorek
then desisted. The surgeon then scraped out the tuber
culous focus and promptly the patient, who was saturatec
with the so-called antituberculous serum, showed an exa
cerbation of symptoms. First the knee became invaded
then the lungs ; the leg was amputated and the patien
died two months after the serum treatment had begun
M. Monod, who followed, said that in sundry cases of arti
cular and glandular tuberculosis he had observed som

improvement but no cure. It is well known, however, tha
localised forms of tuberculosis in the limbs or in the gland

1 Dr. Marmorek’s original paper appears in full at p. 1642.&mdash;ED. L.

often tend to spontaneous recovery with rest and slight
surgical interference. M. Hallopeau tried the serum in seven
cases of tuberculosis of the skin which were under his care
at the St. Louis Hospital. Some cases showed no results but
in one patient ulcers appeared at the sites of inoculations
which were indurated just as if tuberculosis virus had been
inoculated. At the meeting held on Dec. 8th M. Lucas

Championniere said that one patient under his care appeared
to improve at first but at the end of five days he died from
tuberculous meningitis.

Crookes’s Bulbs for Radio-therapy.
In cancer of the tongue, the uterus, and the rectum treat-

ment by the x rays is almost impossible, for these organs
are so deeply seated and are so protected by healthy or bony
tissues that application of the rays is almost impossible
without running the risk of setting up severe x ray burns.
To obviate this difficulty M. Oudin has had constructed
some Crookes’s bulbs fitted with an ebonite handle which
the surgeon can hold and so apply the rays locally without
the risk of bringing about x-ray burns of the overlying
tissues. M. Oudin exhibited these new bulbs at a meeting
of the Academy of Sciences which was held on Nov. 25th.
Dec. 8th. 

_______________

SWITZERLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

rsycao-aieerapeuzaes 7.n General rraeazce.
AT the last semi-annual meeting of Swiss medical mem
thich took place at Olten on Oct. 31st and which was
ttended by over 200 medical men from all parts of Switzer-
and Professor Dubois of Bern, lecturer on diseases of the
ervous system, spoke on Psycho-therapeutics. He dis-
egarded hypnotism and referred solely to treatment by
uggestion of various nervous ailments, such as neurasthenia,
ysteria, and some forms of hypochondriasis, which he thinks
hould be considered as psychical affections and not merely
,s nervous ailments. A correct diagnosis which carefully
xcludes organic disease is of great importance, as also is
he fact of impressing the patient with the curability of his
ilments. In short, convince him and he is cured. This
loctrine he demonstrated by reference to remarkable cures
ffected in the space of a few weeks of patients of many
rears’ duration. The medical man treating such cases must
iave a great deal of tact and a certain amount of will force
nd patience, and must not be nonplussed by the various
;omplaints of his patients. He must be well versed in
science, literature, religion, and philosophy, and enter into
all the details of the ailments complained of and make
ise of the information thus obtained to effect a cure by
appealing in turn to the patient’s will force, to his affections,
md to his sense of duty. The practitioner should devote
}onsiderable time daily to each patient and should avail
himself of psychical treatment on every occasion and should
not waste his patient’s time in trying all sorts of so-called
:ures. All other systems of treatment in vogue only tend to
confirm the patient in his belief that he is seriously ill and
make him a helpless invalid who is a burden to himself and
 distress to his fellows. With regard to special treatment
Professor Dubois referred his audience to his "Le&ccedil;ons
de la Psychonevrose." At the end of his lecture be made
the astonishing statement that he had never been obliged
to resort to hypnotic medicine, such as bromides, chloral,
sulphonal, &c., to procure sleep for his patients, but that
suggestion had always proved successful. His remarks well
deserve careful consideration in these days of ever-increasing
nervous disease and it is unfortunately only too obvious that
I si duo faciunt idem non est idem," or, in other words, that
the general practitioner will have to be content to march at
a certain distance in the rear of his able instructor in psycho-
therapeutics. In any case this form of treatment will be
welcomed by all those medical men who have many reasons
for distrusting and discrediting hypnotism.

Ziirich, Dec. 5th.

AUSTRALIA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

. 

Medical News.
LITTLE of medical interest has occurred during the last

month. The small-pox epidemic seems to have died out inTasmania and no fresh cases of plague have occurred in any
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-of.,the States. The Bill to amend the Lunacy Act in Victoria,
an outline of which was given last month, has been read a
second time in the Legislative Assembly and discussed in
Committee. Some opposition was shown to the provisions
for the constitution of a Board of Lunacy and further con-
sideration was postponed.

Health Society of Victoria.
The annual meeting of the Health Society of Victoria was

held on Oct. 10th. His Excellency the Governor presided
and gave an interesting address, in which he observed that
statistics showed that public sanitation was steadily diminish-
ing the death-rate, but there was also need for bringing
home to the people the necessity for regulating their own
lives in accordance with well-known principles of hygiene-
what was called personal hygiene "-and that was what
the society was trying to accomplish. He believed the first
principles of sanitation should be taught in the schools. He
did not see why the pulpit should not be sometimes em-
ployed for teaching obedience to the laws of health, which
were the laws of God. The more healthy a community was
as a whole the more virtuous it was likely to be. The report
of the council stated that there bad been an increase in
membership during the year. The usual series of "health
lectures for the people" had been given and meetings for
women had been held in the suburbs.

Hospital Affairs.
Hospital Sunday, Oct. 24th, in Melbourne was, as it

usually is, a wet day. The collections, however, amounted
to very nearly the same as la-t year, a little under .64000.
His Majesty the King has been graciously pleased to confer
the title "Royal" on the Prince Alfred Hospital, Sydney.
It has been found that the system of having clinical
assistants at the Prince Alfred Hospital has not been a
success and the board of directors has decided at the termi-
nation of the present appointments to abolish the positions
and to appoint additional honorary assistants to those

departments which need them. The conference of delegates
from the hospitals on the proposed Hospitals Amending Bill
held its final meeting in Melbourne. The recommendations
of the subcommittee (which were outlined in a former com-
munication) were agreed to, except the most important one
of all, that relating to the mode of election of the honorary
medical staff. The committees of the metropolitan hospitals
were all so hostile to the proposal of an electoral college that
it was abandoned by the conference. It affirmed that the
honorary staff should not be elected by the subscribers.

Obituary.
Mr. William H. Goode, B.A., M.D., M.Ch. Dub., died at

his residence, Macquarie-street, Sydvey, on Oct. 13th, after
a prolonged illness. Dr. Goode, who was a native of Ireland,
was educated at Trinity College, Dublin, where he graduated
as M.B. in 1867 and M.D. in 1876. The following year he
obtained the diploma in State medicine. His early career
was spent in the Royal Navy. He served on H.M.S. Dido on
the African coast and subsequently on the Australian station.
He retired from the navy in 1878 and settled in Sydney
where he soon had an exrensive practice. He was one of the
first surgeons to the Prince Alfred Hospital. Afterwards he
was surgeon to the Sydney Hospital and to the Hospital for
Children. For many years he was medical officer to the
Randwick Asylum. From the commencement of the Sydney
Medical School Dr. Goode was lecturer on medical juris-
prudence and public health. He was a member of the board
of health and took a keen interest in its work. He was also
one of the official visitors to the hospitals for the insane.
Dr. Goode held a very high position in the profession in
Sydney and will be much missed both by his colleagues and
his patients.
The country profession in Victoria has suffered a very

severe loss by the untimely death of two of its most capable
members-Dr. G. L. Palmer of Ararat and Dr. R. H. Ritchie
of Horsham. George Langlands Palmer was a native of
Victoria. He was educated at the Geelong Grammar School
and the Melbourne University, where he graduated M.B. in
1882. Almost immediately he obtained the position of
resident surgeon at the Ararat Hospital. After holding it for
some years he resigned to commence private practice in the
town. He became honorary ,urgeon to the hospital and had
a considerable surgical and consulting practice. Dr. Palmer
was an exceptionally careful and capable practitioner and
was a most genial, l,vable character. Extremely conscien-
tious and upright in all his dealings, he was generous to a

fault and always ready with a joke. He endeared himself to
all his patients and was a type of man the country can ill
afford to lose.

Robert Henry Ritchie was born at Bega in New South
Wales. His medical education was begun at Guy’s Hospital
and School, London, and finished at Melbourne University,
where he graduated M.B. in 1894. After graduation he was
appointed resident medical officer to the Melbourne Hospital.
He then settled in Horsham and was surgeon to the local hos-

pital. In spite of bad health he did some excellent work and
contributed several papers to the Medical Society of Victoria.
He was the first surgeon in Australia to perform amputation
of a leg under spinal cocainisation. Personally he had a
most winning manner and a delightful disposition. His

ability was far above the average and but for his por health
he would undoubtedly have taken a very high position. The
cause of his death was pulmonary tuberculosis.
Nov. 3rd.

Medical News.
TRINITY COLLEGE, DUBLIN.-At the final exami-

nation in midwifery held in Michaelmas term the following
candidates were successful :-
Thomas H. Gibbon, George B. M’Caul, Reginald H. Lee, Herbert

St. M. Carter, David Gray, Harry R. Nelson, Philip S. Stewart,
Winslow S. S. Berry, Thomas C. A. Sweetnam, Samuel H. Vickery,
Frederick F. C. Willington, John C. Hall, Frederick W. Bury, and
Herbert Stone.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.-At the congrega-
tion on Dec. 5th Mr. J. M. Martin, Peterhouse, received the
M.D. degree. Dr. W. L. Dickinson, Dr. H. D. Rolleston,
and Dr. T. H. Kellock have been appointed as additional
examiners for the third M.B. examination.

VACCINATION STATIONS.-At the meeting of the
Chard board of guardians held on Nov. 23rd it was resolved
to send to every union in the south-west of England a copy
of a motion recently passed by the guardians in favour
of reverting to "stational" vaccination, in consequence of
the increased cost of vaccination since the passing of the
Vaccination Act.

ATTEMPTED MURDER OF A MEDICAL MAN.-Mr.
Justice Darling took a serious view of the attempted murder
of Mr. George Whittenbury White at the Fir Vale Workhouse
Infirmary, a short account of which was published in
THE LANCET of Nov. 28th, p. 1545. On the conviction of the

prisoner by a jury of attempt to murder, Mr. Justice Darling
sentenced him to penal servitude for life. Punishment has
here followed quickly upon the heels of crime.

SPECTACLE MAKERS’ COMPANY.-Alderman Sir
George Faudel-Phillips presided on Tuesday last at the
Mansion House at a meeting of the special sight-testing
committee appointed by the Spectacle Makers’ Company
to consider the advisability of including sight-testing
in the company’s syllabus. The witnesses examined by
the committee have expressed themselves, under certain
limitations, in support of the movement, in regard to which
it is stated that oculists and the trade will be consulted.

MEDICO-LEGAL SOCIETY.-At a meeting of this .

society held on Dec. 8th at 20, Hanover-square, W., Sir
William J. Collins, the President, in his address commented
upon the width and possibilities for development of forensic
medicine; he hoped it would soon assume its legitimate
status in the medical curriculum. The society should deal
with such subjects as (1) coroners’ law amendment;
(2) the present position of professional secrecy ; (3) the
attitude to be taken with regard to secret remedies ; and
(4) ol her I I residual" topics neglected alike by lawyers and
medical men. He paid an eloquent tribute to the life-work
and memory of Mr. Herbert Spencer. Mr. John Troutbeck
(treasurer) read a paper on Inquest Juries. After great
experience he defended their present utility, showing, how-
ever, that in several directions they had lost their primitive
significance and importance. The average voter was well
qualified to serve as a juror ; a large jury was a check upon
" cranks "-he would consider seven or nine as sufficient.
The lack in London of centralisation of medico-legal
work was as deplorable as its opportunities were unique.


